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the German Government are ready to take part 'by showing
their flag' in a naval demonstration, having for its object to
facilitate the delimitation of the Montenegrin frontier as proposed
by Her Majesty's Government.
and

2nd. "That the German Government are likewise disposed, if
all the Powers are agreed, to declare that the mode of proceeding
accepted in regard to Montenegro, might also be applied to the
regulation of the Greek frontier question."1

Hohenlohe had no sooner given a satisfactory assent than
Austria butted in with modifications. Germany, following
her usual policy, was ready to agree to them "if all the
Powers agreed," and was even prepared to despatch a man-
of-war at once to the Mediterranean. Lord Odo Russell was
told confidentially by Prince Hohenlohe that the frigate
Victoria, at the moment at Plymouth, would probably be
selected.2

The scene now changed to Constantinople, where the ambas-
sadors were informed in confidence that "if they would simply
declare in a collective note that the last Turkish proposal
respecting Montenegro was not acceptable, the Porte would at
once reply by agreeing to the Dulcigno proposal and would
take measures accordingly."3 The British Government, eyeing
this gift horse with a considerable suspicion, saw no reason to
abandon the idea of a collective note, "to which the Powers had
already given their consent, and which only contemplated a
naval demonstration at Dulcigno in the event of the Porte
declaring its continued adherence to the April convention and
not carrying it out in three weeks,"4 and therefore instructed
Mr. Goschen "to concert and agree with his colleagues as to
the precise conditions of the mode of transfer by the Turks of
the territory to be ceded to Montenegro, so that the civil authori-
ties and military force should not retire from the positions to
be ceded until those of the Montenegrins are on the spot to
replace them." Prince Hohenlohe promised to send similar
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